to prove  any relationship between the  dose  exposure  and a
significant risk to  the health of the  miners.     That  deficiency
was  cured in this  case.

A preponderance of the probative medical   and  scientific
evidence in these cases  shows  there was  a measurable  relation-
ship between  the concentrations  of respirable  quartz   found
and  the pulmonary disorders  of miners  regularly exposed  to
such concentrations,     There  is  therefore  substantial  evidence
to  support the conclusion that  the concentrations  in question
"could be a major cause of a danger  to   ...   health".     Secretary
v.   National  Gypsum Company,   3  FMSHRC  822,   827   (1981).

I am mindful  that  the  statute does  not  require   that  an
exposure  to  fibrogenic concentrations  of quartz  dust  present
an imminent health hazard,  only a  "reasonable   likelihood of
an   ...   illness  of a reasonably  serious  nature"  during  a
miner's normal working life as  the result  of  such  exposure.
National  Gypsum,   supra,   828.     It  is  undeniable   that   silicosis
is  an illness of a "reasonably serious'nature".     Further,
the undisputed medical  and scientific  evidence  shows   that
even intermittant exposure creates  a "likelihood"  or
possibility that a one-time   (single  shift)   exposure   could
lead to a serious health  impairment or  functional  disability.
Indeed,  unless  the  threshold limit  is;to  be  rendered  meaningless
it must be accorded the  status of the determinant between what
is  and is not significant  and substantial.     A  statute  may
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J.     A rejection of  the   SfTS charge  would  be
